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| was born on an extremely dusty night in June of 1934, in Wakaw, Saskatchewan

VAN,
SOMETHING FEELS
WRONG. T DON'T WANT
TO LOSE ANOTHER BABY.-
[ Ny " WE WILL- NEED HELP-
/ 1 PLEASE &0 AND ASK
THE BOYERS TO

Unable to see through the dust, my father had to feel his way to the neighbours’ using a rope that my family and
the Boyers had run between our houses to help us find our way in blizzards and dust storms. Many people had
ropes like this to help each other in those hard times.

From the very start, | found it hard to breathe. Mrs. Boyer had to remove the umbilical cord from around my neck.
But | survived.




| suffer from severe asthma and had to see the doctor frequently as a young boy.

As | grew, so did my parents’ medical bills.
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When my father died in the war, things became even harder for me and mom. The neighbours did what they could
to help, but the bills kept coming.

WWII and the end of the

Depression ushered in

new social programs

around the world, People 1945:

1947: The CCF govern-
ment introduces a
Hospital Insurance

wanted to take better Wil program to cover costs
care of each other. ends . - of hospitalization.

1939 Great 1944: Tommy Douglas’ 1946: For the first time in Morth
Depression Co-operative Commaon- America, comprehensive Medical Care
ends, World wealth Federation Insurance is introduced in the Swilt
War Il starts elected to government in Current Health Region as a prototype
Sk, promising public for the province. It would be many
health care and strong years before the province could afford
social programs. to expand it throughout the province.




In 1959, there was a by-election to elect a new Member of the Legislature (MLA) after our MLA passed away. By

then | had been farming for nearly ten years. We took a rare break from seeding to see one of our heroes, Tommy
Douglas, in Birch Hills.

I THINK THAT MEDICAL
CARE |5 S0 IMPORTANT
THAT IT SUSHT NOT TS
HAVE A PRICE TAZ ON IT-

IT'S TIME
SASKATCHEWAN HAD A
MEDICAL CARE PLAN TO

COVER ALL CARE FOR

I'M &OOD,
MES. BELENES,
HowW ARE You?

OH, I'M
ALRIZHT- [T WLl BE
A DIFFICULT SUMMER
WITH VICTOR OFF HIS FEET,
BUT THANKFULLY WE
WON'T HAVE TO PAY

HOSPITAL BILLS LIKE
WE DID BEFORE! |

1958: Federal Government under PM
John Diefenbaker commits funds for
Hospital Insurance like Saskatchewan's.
Feds paying 50% of Hospital plan
casts frees money for long-awaited
Sask Medicare.

I'M
EAGER FOR THE
GOVERNMENT TO
INTRODUCE THE
MEDICAL CARE PLAN
MRE. DOUGLAS HAS
PROMISED!

| BELENED, IF ¥YOU HEARD

WHAT I'VE HEARD FROM THE
LCANADIAN MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION YoU WoULDN'T
SAY THAT. DOCTORS
WiLL LEAVE!L

ALL FEOPLE!

WELL- DE.
BOYER, WITH ALL
DUE RESPECT, YoU

SHOULDN'T BELIEVE
EVERYTHING YOoUu

April 1959: Douglas
announces plans to move
forward with Medical Care
Insurance plan during
by-election in Kinistino
Constituency.

October 1959; College of
Physicians and Surgeons
announces its opposition to
universal, comprehensive
medical care insurance.

Winter 1959-60: Medical

Care Advisory Planning
Committee formed.



As the possibility of Medicare became more real, people started organizing. Those opposed to Medicare formed
the Keep Our Doctors Committee. Those in favour, including my mom, formed Citizens in Defense of Medicare.

ey | p— — ] ] .
F THE ll‘ l MAYBE WE CAN START w [ f,'
DOCTORS STRIKE AFTER - ONE HERE IN WAKAW TOO? Mgy fl" _
MEDICARE STARTS IN JULY ==
WE WILL HAVE TO BE “ "G P‘U‘d
PREPARED! HEARD SOME
DOCTORS MAY FORM A
COMMUNITY CLINIC IN
_ SASKATOON.

THEY KEEF BUNNING : WE WILL NEED TO
EDITORIAL-S THAT ARE WRITE LETTERS T& THE
SCARING PEOPLE INTS FPAPERS STATING OUR

BELIEVING THEY WILL LOSE SUPPORT
THEIR DOLTOR.

VICTOR, YOUR IF MEDICARE
ASTHMA 1S MUCH &OES AHEAD, | WILL
WORSE THIS SPRING- BE &GOING ON STEIKE
HERE IS A PRESCEIPTION WITH THE OTHER
FOR A NEW INHAL-EE THAT DOCTORS.- | AM WORREIED
MIGHT HELP. COME BACK ABOUT MY PATIENTS
AND SEE ME IN A MONTH- BUT MUST FIGHT FOR
SOONER IF IT GETS WHAT | THINK 1S
WORSE. EBIGHT -

ONLY THE MAJOR
CENTEES WILL- HAVE
EMERGENCY SERVICES. OUR
HOSPITAL WILL BE CLOSED.
IF THINGS &ET BAD, BE
EEADY TO &0 TO
SASKATOON.

JUNE 3OTH — NIGHT BEFORE THE STRIKE

September 1961; Novermber 7: ‘ﬁ Nt ’
June 1960: ) Advisory Planning October 1961 Douglas steps down to lead .
CCF wins election Committee releases Douglas federal NDP and Woodrow ‘5;\ May 1962
on Medicare report recommending introduces Lloyd succeeds him as N ber 17: Doctors announce they
platform comprehensive medical  Medical Care Act leader of the Saskatchewan avember 1./ will strike if the Madical

insurance for all in Legislature CCF-NDP Act Passes Care Act is carried out.




THIS THING MAY BEEAK

et

INTO VIOLENCE AND KEEF
BLOODSHED ANY DAY Now U
AND 0D HELP US IF IT m“jj
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| HEAR THEY EXPECT MORE THAN
20,000 AT THE K.0.D. BALLY. TOO BAD
PREMIER LLOYD DOESN'T WANT US TO COUNTER-
PROTEST. | BET WE'D HAVE 40,000, BUT HE'S
AFRAID IT WOULD ESCALATE THINGS.

July 1,1962:
Medical Insurance
Act comes into
effect. Doctor's
strike begins.

I HOPE WE CAN
KEEP UP-

| HEAR THE CLINIC WAS =
EPEN UNTIL- MIDNIEHT THE
LAST 2 NIGHTS BECAUSE OF
ALL THE DEMAND. SO MANY
PELOPLE NEED CARE.

July 3, 1962:
Saskatoon
Community Clinic
opens.

THERE ARE MORE
DOLTORS COMING FROM
TORONTS AND BEITAIN NEXT
WEEK.-



WHAT AM |
DOING HERE?
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July 16, 1962: September 1962: ]
July 11, 1962: Lord Stephen Taylor arrives to July 23, 1862 Just weeks after the strike, over

Strike ends when doctors
and provincial government
sign the Saskatoon
Agreement.

keep Our Doctors rally at
the Legislature much
smaller than expected.

assume the role of sole mediator
hetween the government and
the College of Physicians and
Surgeons.

12,000 families and approximately
40,000 individuals have become
members of 37 Community Clinics
in Saskatchewan.



“COMMUNITY CLINICS WERE ON THE VERY FRONT LINE IN THE

MEDICARE BATTLE IN 1962. THEY MADE MEDICARE POSSIBLE."
- ALLAN BLAKENEY, FORMER MINISTER OF HEALTH AND PREMIER OF SASKATCHEWAN

WHAT ARE THE COMMUNITY CLINICS?

Groups of citizens throughout the province believed so
strongly in the concept of Medicare that they set up their
own co-operative health clinics in the summer of 1962.

They were passionate and brave in their efforts to start
Clinics on their own with few resources and little support in
the medical community. The spirit and hopes of those
pioneers continue at our Downtown and Westside Clinics in
Saskatoon as well as at Community Clinics in Prince Albert,
Regina, and Wynyard.

Oct. 2012 - Me af Hhe new Westside
Clinic. bldg. on 20t SH
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This publication was AR
produced in 2012 to
commemaorate the
50th anniversary of
medicare and
Community Clinics
in Saskatchewan.
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Thank you to the
members, VOlL.II"ItE'EI‘S, staff and partners
who have contributed to the vitality of the
Saskatoon (:'t:ll"l"lI"I"Il...ll"lit§|II Clinic over it's
Mﬂeq SUJA—”I'IMM 'FW Aead entire h]s_tor;_r, includlng those who made

thi blicat ible.
Commuribs Clinic b, o 224 A * publication possible

Special thanks to the Saskatoon Commu-
nity Clinic Foundation and CUPE locals
974 and 8443 for funding assistance.

Saskatoon
Community

Clinic

Saskatoon Community Clinic
Community Health Services (Saskatoon)
Association Ltd.

455 2nd Ave. N, Saskatoon SK S7K 2C2

(306)652-0300

www.saskatooncommunityclinic.ca

While this story is based on the authors’
understanding and interpretation of real events,

dulﬂ 2012 - C@hbmhnﬂ Hae SOH Amwwg the Boyer and Belenko families are fictitious.

Any resemblance to real persons, living or

of* ft'\hllm and C@mmmﬂ-ﬁ CJMIM;. dead, is purely coincidental.




